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In Romania, the high levels of infection with hepatitis viruses are
demonsirated by prevalence rates in young adult population: HAV-79%,
HBV-31%, HCV-4,9% and HDV-1,6%. We evaluated the prevalence of
infections with HBV and HCV in a dynamic child population (orphanage
from Cluj, n=180 children, age 0-7 years) by making a prospective non-
randomized study during 1990-1994. In June 1993 the prevalence of HBV
infection was established by usual markers (EIA Murex Diagnostics) and the
HBs antigen carrier state was found in 63,3% children (n=189 children);
10,1% demonstrated an evolutive course of infection evaluated by
nonspecific measurements. In November 1994 the prevalence of HBV
infection was 22,8% and of HCV infection, 3,42% (n=175 children). During
the 4 years follow-up we demonstrated that the spread of infection was
mainly through contamination of skin lesions and mucosal exposure and not
by parenteral route (unpublished data). The decrease of HBV infection can
be correlated with vaccination (Engerix B-3 doses). Among the children
who were at least once HBs antigen positive (1993, 1994; n=56 children),
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antigen clearance in 71% recipients of vaccine versus 14% clearance in
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ccinated children. Thus immunotherapy should be considered of
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ial importance for treatment of HBV infection in children,
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